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FOrMiNG the ChurCh

Carey Baptist Church was formed in
1867. At that time Reading was 
growing rapidly (the population grew
from 21,000 in 1851 to 72,000 in
1901). Reading’s first Baptist Church
had been formed in about 1640 and
since 1834 had met in King’s Road
Chapel. There were also Strict Baptist
Churches meeting at Providence
(Oxford Road) and Zoar (South Street)
Chapels.
King’s Road Baptist Church responded
to “the growing importance of the
Town with its rapidly increasing 
population” by planting churches.
These included Carey (1867),

Pastor J H Hinton (1867-68)

Caversham (1872), Wycliffe (1881)
and Grovelands (1887) Baptist
Churches.
In the summer of 1866 John Howard
Hinton, who had been Pastor of King’s
Road Baptist Church between 1820
and 1837, came to preach in Reading.

Hearing of plans to plant a new church,
he expressed his willingness to help
“on condition that his doing so would
meet with the approbation of the
friends more immediately concerned,
and also that of the Pastor of the
Church at King’s Road”. His offer was
accepted, a committee was formed and
West Street Hall was hired for meetings
(these began on 18 November 1866)
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The response was encouraging and the
new Church was officially formed on
Sunday 10 February 1867, 29 members
signing the Covenant:

“We, whose names are hereunto
signed, hereby, in the fear of God, &
for the glory of his name, Covenant
& agree to constitute ourselves 
into a Church of Christ, for the
maintenance of his ordinances
according to his will as made known
to us in the New Testament. And we
thus unite ourselves together on the
following conditions, viz.

1.That the Pastor of the Church 
shall be always of the Baptist
Denomination.

2.That the ordinance of Baptism
shall in all cases be administered by
immersion on a profession of faith.

3.That persons not Baptists shall be
admissible as members, & eligible as
Deacons.

Witness our hands at West Street
Hall, Reading, this 10th day of
February, one thousand, eight 
hundred, & sixty seven.”

A Church Meeting was held on the 
following Tuesday when 6 Deacons
were elected and Mr Hinton was 
invited to become Pastor with an
income of no less than £104 a year.
He accepted stating that
“On my leaving London, I had given
up all idea of resuming pastoral duty;
& if any feeling of regret attaches to
our present union, it arises from the
consideration that, at my advanced
period of life, I can have but so short 
a time to place at your service.” 

He was 75 years old.

The work grew and on 10 September
1867 it was resolved 
“That, under the blessing of God,
the state of the church and
congregation at West Street Hall 
has become such as to warrant &
encourage us to adopt measures for
the accomplishment of our ultimate
design in the erection of a place of
worship”.   

Mr Hinton’s ministry lasted only about
16 months. On 9 April 1868 he wrote
“It has appeared to me that a time has
now arrived at which the prospect
before me as Pastor of this Church,
may with propriety and certainty be
estimated, and I submit to your note
the following particulars on which my
mind has been exercised. First, there is
no apparent spiritual fruitfulness 
in my ministry.  Secondly, there is 
no substantial increase in the 
congregation”. 

He retired to Bristol, preaching 
regularly until his death in December
1873, aged 82.
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Street, Oxford Street, Tappenden
Street, Friar Street and West Street. In
most cases the owners were unwilling
to sell. Eventually a 100-foot frontage
on the east side of Tappenden Street
was bought for £350. The “Indenture”
for the site (dated 26 March 1870)
states that:
“.. the Chapel or other buildings
intended to be erected upon the said
piece of land to be for ever occupied
and used respectively for the public
worship of God and other religious
or philanthropic purposes according
to the principles and usages of
Protestant non-conformists of the
Particular or Calvinistic Baptist
Denomination who hold and 
maintain the doctrines commonly
known as Evangelical and who 
practice the rite of Baptism by
immersion administered to believers
only ..”

Mr Searle of London was appointed as
architect. Tenders were invited in April
1870 and, after negotiation with two
builders, it was agreed that 
Mr Kendall’s tender of £2,249 7s
(excluding the side galleries) should be

BuiLDiNG the WOrK

In September 1868 Caleb Mark
Longhurst, a student at Bristol College,
was invited to preach for 4 or 5
Sundays on probation and on 
1 December he was invited to become
Pastor.  He began his ministry on the
first Sunday of 1869, and was ordained
at King’s Road Chapel on Wednesday
31 March.  There was an encouraging
start – it was noted that:
“good congregations assembled to
hear the Word preached both morning
and evening. Among the young people
of the congregation there is apparently 
an earnest sincere and devout spirit 
manifested: and among the 
congregation generally an earnest
attention to the preached Gospel.”

Between 1867 and 1869 various sites
for the new Chapel were investigated.
These included Russell Street, Waylen

Pastor C M Longhurst (1869-75)
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promised and £300 from a building
society leaving a shortfall of about
£898. The chapel had gas lighting 
and hot air heating.

In January 1874 it was decided 
to add a School and Class Rooms.
(Cooper and Son of Reading were
appointed as architects.) 

The schoolroom was opened on
Tuesday 20 October 1874 -
C H Spurgeon was due to preach at 
the opening but was ill and Rev E G
Gange came in his place. Most of this
building was demolished in 1999 but
the façade remains in place.

In August 1875 Mr Longhurst
announced that he had been invited 
to become Pastor of Acton Baptist
Church, Middlesex. 
His farewell sermons were preached on
25 September and a farewell tea was
held on 29 September.

accepted (the side galleries were added
to the contract in November).  Peter
Spokes, the Mayor of Reading, laid the
foundation stone on 28 July.  

The Church minutes do not refer to 
the naming of the Chapel.  In July
1870 it was simply called “New
Baptist Chapel, Tappenden Street” but
by December it was called “Carey
Chapel”. It was named after William
Carey (1761 - 1834) a pioneer Baptist
missionary. In 1871 the Church asked
the Council to change the name from
Tappenden Street to Carey Street.

Fund raising was a major issue. In
December 1870 a leaflet was issued
stating that “An urgent appeal is now
made for that Christian sympathy that
shall speedily enable the Committee to
remove the entire debt on the Chapel,
the total amount of cash promised and
received up to the present time,
December, 1870, is a little over half
the amount required”.
The Chapel was opened on Thursday
15 June 1871. Services were held at
11am and 3pm, followed by a public
tea in West Street Hall at 5pm (price
1s), and a public meeting at 6pm. On
the following Sunday the preacher was
Rev Professor Sheppard of Chicago
who also gave a lecture on “America”
on the Monday night (price 6d).

At the opening the Secretary reported
that the cost was: £364 for the land,
conveyance and trust deeds; £2,249 7s
for the main building contract; £170
for the side galleries; £40 for gas fit-
tings; and £217 for architects charges,
furniture and incidentals, making a
total of £3,040 7s. By that time £1,703
6s 3d had been received with £138 11s
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In February 1882 Mr Mann offered to
resign, but was persuaded to remain for
another year. He finally resigned on
2 September 1883.

In response, the Church recorded “their
high appreciation of the earnestness,
faithfulness & diligence with which he
has discharged his ministerial & 
pastoral work, the ability with which 
he  has presided over the several 
organisations of the Church & the 
uniform consistency of his Christian life
& Character”. A farewell tea was held
on 20 September and in February 1884
his membership was transferred to the
Baptist Church, Penzance, Cornwall.  

On 3 February 1876 Samuel Mann of
Blockley was invited to become Pastor
- he began his ministry in April.  
Early in his ministry the Rules and
Regulations of the Church were
revised (see Appendix).

In 1878 a member, Mr J H French,
applied to Regent’s Park College to
train to be a Pastor. He later served as
Pastor at Forest Gate and Banbury. 

At this time there were 144 members
and 296 scholars in the Sunday
School. The Sunday School was
crowded and the teachers asked for the
schoolroom to be enlarged. The 
estimated cost was about £500 and
after consideration it was decided that
only minor changes should be made
and that a fence should be erected in
front of the Chapel and School Room.
However, in 1881 Mr Mann wrote 
“It is with much regret that we have 
to report that, for the first time, we
believe, in the history of the Church,
no additions have for the year been
made to our ranks by accessions
from the world. We are not among
those who believe that statistics
afford a sure criterion of the 
spiritual life of a church; yet we
cannot contemplate  our present
condition without much anxiety &
self-examination.”  

At this time there were 128 members. 

CONsOLiDatiON

After Mr Mann resigned it was decided to form a committee to assist the Deacons
- there had been difficulty electing deacons and only 3 were serving at the time. In
response, the remaining Deacons resigned leaving the management of the Church
in the hands of a Committee of Management.

Pastor S Mann (1876-83)
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In May 1884 J H Tuckwell of Cotton
End, Bedford was invited to become
Pastor. At the same meeting it was
resolved to use unfermented wine at the
Lord’s Supper - this had been an issue
for a number of years and Mr Tuckwell
had made it clear that he did not wish
to come to a divided Church. He began
his ministry the last Sunday of July 1884.

1885 saw advances in a number of
areas. Visitor cards were printed,
Sankey’s Songs & Solos was used as a
supplementary hymnbook, and Deacons
were elected. It was also reported that:
“A Young Men’s Mutual
Improvement Society has been
formed & has met with good success.
Open air services have been conducted
& several accessions to our 
congregation received thro’ these
efforts. The Sunday evening 
attendance has considerably
increased and still increases. The
tract society has been re-organised 
and the distributors are very earnest 
& zealous in their work in this 
direction. As regards the Sunday
School we are pleased to state that
the members are increasing and that
the school is in a prosperous 
condition.”

In 1886 the Chapel and School were
redecorated. As the work was beginning,
it was suggested that an organ should
be bought. After some discussion it was
decided to build an organ chamber
behind the pulpit (at a cost of £135) but
not to order the organ until more funds
were available. This condition was met
in May 1887 and the organ was bought
from Alexander Young & Sons of
Manchester. It was originally installed
at the top of the chamber.

Pastor J H Tuckwell (1884-88)

Interior of Chapel in 1887
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In September 1886 Mr Tuckwell told the Deacons that he had been 
considering the issue of Baptism and had come to the conclusion that “immersion need not
be the only mode”. After discussion, the Deacons resolved that: “having heard …
that the ordinances of the church would be continued to be administered by him as
heretofore desire to express their continued confidence in him”. However, in
October 1887 his  actions brought the issue to a head. A Special Church Meeting
was held on 4 November when a long letter from Mr Tuckwell was read making it
clear that he had doubts over both the mode of baptism (sprinkling rather than
immersion) and the subjects for baptism (children as well as believers). The Church
accepted his resignation and his farewell meeting was held on 2 February 1888. 

Later that same month the issue of C H Spurgeon and the “down-grade” controversy was
raised at the Church Meeting but the Deacons decided to avoid any debate “out of
consideration for the best interests of the Church”.

The next Pastor was W A Findlay who
was a student at Regents Park College.
He was invited to become Pastor on 
12 July 1888 and began his ministry on
Sunday 2 September.  In 1889 the
Secretary wrote:

“Twenty-nine members have been

added to the Church during the

year; a monthly baptismal service is

now usual; & the work in the

S/School has been encouraged with

God’s blessing.  A Bible Class,

organised, & conducted by the

Pastor is held on Monday evenings

& secures an average attendance of

forty members. The Congregations

on Sunday are, we are glad to report

gradually increasing & the various

Organisations of the Church, not

specially referred to, are in a hopeful

& prosperous condition, both 

financially & otherwise. Evangelistic

Services were held in March as a

result of which many profess to have

found the Saviour, especially

amongst our young people.”

In June 1890 Mr Findlay was married
in Luton and a special meeting was
held in the schoolroom on 26 June to
welcome the couple.
Together, Mr and Mrs Findlay 
“inaugurated a young peoples service
on Wednesday evenings” with over 
one hundred members enrolled.

Pastor W A Findlay (1888-99)
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For several years the church had been
looking for an opportunity to work in a
village near Reading.  In  1893 it was
reported that:

“The Deacons have taken (with the
sanction of the Church) a cottage at
Calcot in the Parish of Tilehurst
close to the high Bath Road & about
21⁄2 miles from Reading & enlarged a
room by the addition of some 15 feet
in length, so as to render it available
for the holding of religious services.
This was done at a cost of about £40
including the furnishing of the
Room.  It was opened by our Pastor
on the 6th Dec. last, and on the 
following Sunday the room was so
crowded that some had to stand 
during the whole service and when a
prayer meeting was announced at its
close, not a single person left the
room until the prayer meeting was
over.”

However, attendance was very variable
and there were differences between the
landlord and the caretaker. The room
was finally closed in the summer of 1897.

During this period weekly collections
were started - in May 1895 it was
reported that:
“To meet our Incidental Expenses
we have for some months adopted
the plan of making a collection at

each service on Sundays, with the
result that the amount collected
largely exceeds the amount 
formally obtained by quarterly 
subscriptions”. 

Quarterly subscriptions for sittings
(pew rents) were continued and used
to support the Pastor’s Fund.
In February 1898 Gipsy Smith (a
famous evangelist) held a series of
meetings in the Town Hall and it was
reported that: “we are welcoming
many young people into Church
membership largely as the result 
of Gipsy Smith’s mission, for which
we are devoutly grateful”.

On 13 August 1899 Mr Findlay
resigned having been invited to
become Pastor of South Norwood
Baptist Church. In his resignation 
letter he commented that:
“Happy & hallowed memories will 
be ever retained by me of my first 
pastorate, & I hope it may be so with
you - eleven years in a Town like
Reading for one fresh from College is 
a long & testing time, & could only be
realised where there is a band of 
generous-hearted men as Deacons and
a sympathetic & forbearing people.”

His farewell meeting was held on 
30 August 1899.
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A J Davies of Milnbridge Chapel
Huddersfield was invited to become
Pastor on 22 February 1900. The 
financial position was outlined:

“… present income from Seats 100£,
Davies’s Endowment 35£, extra
promises should the Rev Davies
accept pastorate 65£, promised 
contribution from Bazaar
Committee 25£ - a total of 225£ - & the
following  Resolution was unanimously
carried: Having considered the 
question of ways & means this
Church instructs the Secretary in
sending the invitation to Mr Davies
to inform him that they are prepared
to guarantee him the sum of 240£ at
least, per annum for not less than
two years - it was also mentioned
that, as usual, the cost of removal
would be defrayed by us.”

At the same time it was decided to
revise the Membership Roll and 
22 names were removed, leaving the
membership at 119 when Mr Davies
became Pastor in May 1900.

Two initiatives at the start of Mr
Davies’ ministry were the introduction
of the Baptist Church Hymnal 
(replacing Psalms and Hymns which
had been used since 1867) and the 
production of a monthly magazine for
free distribution in the surrounding
neighbourhood (1,000 a month were
printed at a cost of 16/6 for the year).

Pastor A J Davies (1900-08) 

a NeW CeNtury

Carey Monthly -December 1900
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Mr Davies’ ministry had a rapid impact
on the life of the Church. In May 1901
it was reported that:

“The attendances at our Services
have vastly increased & there is a
spirit of hopeful enthusiasm aroused
through the settlement of our
beloved Pastor, the Rev A J Davies,
which is most promising of lasting
blessing - surely God’s set time to
favour this Zion has come.”

A major refurbishment of the Chapel
took place in October and November
1902. This included cleaning and 
lowering the organ, replacing the 
heating with a hot water system, 
redecorating, a new pulpit, modifying
the baptistry and new windows. This
cost about £600, which was paid by
January 1904.

1904/5 was a particularly fruitful time.
In June 1905 it was reported that:

“It is with devout gratitude we
report a year of unexampled 
prosperity - we can only hope that
the Gracious Spirit’s power which
has been realised at “Carey” as
never before, may be increasingly
manifested not only in our midst,
but in all the Churches of the 
association.”

During this year 46 new members
joined the church, bringing the 
membership up to 206.

In 1906 Carey appointed Sister Edith
as a Deaconess.  She commenced her
duties on 1 October with a salary of
£60 a year plus £30 a year for 
accommodation. Her role included 
visiting the “sick poor” (there was no
NHS in those days - she was also
referred to as Carey’s nurse) and 
overseeing the women’s weekly 
meeting. 

In February 1908 Mr Davies accepted
an invitation to become Pastor at Silver
Street, Taunton. His farewell meeting
was held on Monday 24 February.
After a lengthy illness he died in May
1916. In December 1915, Carey’s
Secretary (T G Chivers) wrote to Silver
Street Church describing Mr Davies’
ministry:

“Our dear friend came to us from
Huddersfield in 1900, in the prime of
his manhood, being forty years old,
& gave to Reading, & to our 
community of his utmost & best.  
He commenced with a membership
of 119, & left us in 1908 with a 
membership of 212 - a net increase
during the eight years of nearly one
hundred members.

His whole disposition was an 
inspiration, he was always cheerful
& optimistic, & never so happy as
when serving an individual or a
cause, which by choice, more 
frequently than not, meant great self
sacrifice, & infinite pains.”

Following Mr Davies’ resignation, Gilbert Laws from Boscombe became Pastor
(with a guaranteed salary of £240 a year). Mr Laws’ reception at Carey was on 
30 September 1908.
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During 1909 consideration was given
to enlarging the school premises. The
Deacons’ minutes reported that the
estimated cost of £1,300 “was noted
with feelings akin to dismay, & even
the question of a new site for Carey
was discussed as a prospective 
alternative to so great an outlay”. 
A smaller scheme adding a two-storey
block at the rear of the site was
approved in June 1910 (the final cost
was about £578). Most of this 
building was demolished in 1999.
The same autumn the railings outside
the Chapel were removed - this was
agreed provided that the Town
Council in accepting the forecourt
would carry out the necessary
improvements free of cost. 

In January 1911 the church’s finance
was reorganised and a Bank Account

was opened with an overdraft facility
“it being considered altogether 
undesirable for the Treasurer to be
called upon to lend money frequently,
as had been the case in the past”.
Another initiative was the decision in
December 1911 to found a Boy Scout
Troop. By the end of January 1912, 
13 were enrolled in the troop. (Baden-
Powell’s Book “Scouting for Boys”
had been published in 1908.)
In June 1912 Mr Laws was invited to
become Pastor of Avenue Church,
Westcliff, Southend on Sea. His
farewell meeting was held on 21
August. He later served as Pastor at
West Croydon and St Mary’s Norwich,
and in 1934 he was President of the
Baptist Union. He died in 1964.
Looking back in 1927 (as Pastor of
West Croydon Baptist Church), 
Mr Laws wrote that:
“Carey church has done a fine work
for the Kingdom of God in its own
quiet way through all the years, and
is doing so still.  Its leading members,
both men and women have ever been
of the highest type of Christian 
character, and the succession is not
extinct yet.  Many of those who so
faithfully helped me, from 1908 to
1912 are now with the Lord, but I
cannot think of them as dead.  When
memory takes me back to Carey,
imagination sees them still, - Mr
Ayres, generous almost to a fault;
Mr Pratley, faithful and true, 
fighting natural fears with 
supernatural faith; Mr Rusbridge
with his human sympathies quick-
ened and made tender by suffering;
Mr Guille, one of the best loved men
any church or town ever had, firm

Pastor G Laws (1908-12)
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as a rock and yet gracious and 
winsome; Mr Shepherd, master of
method and order, forgetting 
nothing, nor allowing us to forget;
Mr Chivers, secretary to whom
nothing was a trouble, but the 
humblest service a joy, faithful to
our smallest interests in the midst of
great public duties; Mr John Bird,
the preacher known all over the
county, and esteemed most by those
nearest - these are some, who with
their wives in every case, bore the
chief burden in my time.”

At this time two Carey members were
Aldermen on Reading Town Council.
These were Thomas Grant Chivers and
Felix Parfitt. Mr Chivers was a keen
advocate of the incorporation of
Caversham in the Borough of Reading
and in his obituary it was noted that:
“there were few who strived so 
energetically and persistently to bring
about the municipal reforms which he 
had at heart”. Mr Parfitt was a 
member of the Borough Council
between 1887 and his death in 1933.
For 27 years he was Chairman of the
Waterworks Committee (including
overseeing development of the
Tilehurst reservoir and water tower)
and he was also a member of the
Council of the University College
(which became Reading University).

Felix is named on the plaque 
on Caversham Bridge.
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J A Sutherland of Ilford was invited to
become Pastor on 6 January 1913 and
his ministry started on the first Sunday
in March. His stipend was £210 and
the cost of moving Mr Sutherland’s
furniture was ten guineas (a house in
Mansfield Road was rented).
In May 1919 Mr Sutherland announced
that he had been invited to become
Pastor at South Croydon and his
farewell meeting was held on 28 July.
It was noted that he left a membership
of 201 “having well sustained the
Cause through most difficult and sad
years”. During his ministry he took the
funerals of four serving Deacons
(T G Chivers, W Pratley, W Shepherd
and G Guille).

the Great War

Pastor J A Sutherland (1913-19)

The outbreak of war on 4 August 1914 had a major impact on the life of the
church. There was a shortage of men which affected the Sunday School, the Scout
Troop (it was suspended) and the Deaconate (elections were deferred from late
1915 until the end of the war).

Eighteen friends and members of
Carey died in war service. These
included Cyril Findlay, the only son 
of Rev W A Findlay (Pastor 1888-99).
There were also periods of military
occupation of the School Hall and 
periods when the local education
authorities used the premises. By 
1918 there were restrictions on the 
use of coal and gas.

Outreach continued during the war – a “Come to Church Campaign” was held in
January 1915, a mission in October / November 1916 and meetings were held for
soldiers. The war ended on 11 November 1918.

War Memorial in the Chapel
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The next Pastor was Donald MacLean from Harlesdon.  He was invited to become
Pastor on 26 January 1920 with a salary of £300 a year. He joined Carey in April
1920 and it was quickly agreed to increase his salary to £338 a year plus £5 5s a
year for out of pocket expenses and a grant of £3 3s for expenses in attending
Baptist Union meetings in Birmingham.
Early in 1921 it was resolved to have female Deacons. The existing Deacons stood
down and 7 men and 4 women were elected. The women were Carey’s first female
Deacons and included Sister Edith and Mrs MacLean.
In 1921 the gaslights were replaced with electric lights. Following this the Chapel
was redecorated.

Carey was without a Pastor for only a
few months. On 15 May 1922 Rev A G
Parry was invited to become Pastor,
joining Carey in June 1922. He had
experience with young people having
served for 7 years as Chaplain at
Spurgeon’s Orphanage.  

the iNter-War years

Pastor D MacLean (1920-21) Pastor A G Parry (1922-36)

On 12 December 1921 Mr MacLean
resigned. It was resolved “to forgive
and forget all that has passed in the
way of controversy and to endeavour
with God’s help to pull together and
further the Kingdom of God”. 
Mr MacLean’s farewell service was 
on 29 December.
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In September 1922, the first edition of
a new magazine called the “Carey
Messenger” was produced. There had
been previous magazines but these
seem to have had short lives. The new
4 page magazine included the Pastor’s
letter, Church News and adverts.
It was also decided to reform the Youth
Work. Special Young People’s services
were held on the fourth Sunday of each
month between September and April,
followed by a “social hour” with light
refreshments. The Young Men’s Social
Club was replaced by a Bible Class. 

Mr Parry’s first year had its difficulties
with 4 Deacons resigning in January
1923. However, there were also
encouragements:

“All the organisations are in a
healthy condition, especially those
which cater for young people. The
Young People’s Society which meets
weekly for meetings which are 
distinctly devotional, has had record
attendances, whilst in the morning &

afternoon Sunday Schools excellent
work has been done by staffs of
devoted teachers. The congregations
have appreciably increased, the
additions being largely young 
people. The faithful preaching of the
Truth has been honoured & used by
the Holy Spirit. It has been a joy to
welcome into Church fellowship no
less than 18 friends, of which 
12 were by profession. We rejoice in
a revival of the spirit of Prayer in
our midst. The Weekly Prayer 
meeting has been largely attended,
&, with those held Sunday morning
& evening before the Public
Worship, has proved a means of
blessing to the Church.”

Carey had international links. Mr Parry
travelled to Stockholm in 1923, to the
USA and Canada in 1926, and to
Berlin in 1934. Carey also entertained
a group of American Baptist Young
People in July 1932 and a party of
Young Baptists from about half a 
dozen Continental countries in July1933 

American Young Baptists visiting Carey in 1932
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In 1927 Carey celebrated its Diamond
Jubilee. A “Great Public Rally” was
held on Wednesday 16 February and
letters of greeting were read from 
5 former Pastors (Messrs Longhurst,
Mann, Findlay, Laws and Sutherland).
In addition, a history called “Sixty
Years” (1867 to 1927), written by Mr
Parry, was published.

In November 1930 it was decided to
close the gallery “on account of the
very small attendance in the gallery, &
of the fact of frequent disturbances by
a few youths who did attend”.

A year later it was noted that the number
of children in the Sunday School was
declining as families moved to new
estates. Mr Parry visited Whitley but
concluded that there was no suitable

accommodation for a Sunday School
and that the only possible alternative
was to buy a site and build a room. It
was agreed that “the task of building
was beyond our power unaided, & 
the Pastor suggested that the Reading
Baptist Council might be called 
together to consider the problem”.
These were difficult times and no
progress was made.

At this time there was concern about
war and disarmament - the Chapel was
opened between 10 am and 4 pm on
the 25 to 30 January 1932 for private
prayer for the League of Nations’
Disarmament Conference in Geneva.

In 1933 Richard Capel, a former
Sunday School pupil, applied to
Spurgeon’s College to train for the
Baptist ministry. He was accepted and
in June 1938 became Pastor of the
Baptist Church at Maldon, Essex.

The last three female Deacons retired
in 1936, leaving only male Deacons
for the first time since 1921 (female
Deacons also served between 1946 
and 1961).

As the 1930s progressed the Church’s
finances worsened. Publication of the
Carey Messenger ceased at the end of
1934 due to the cost of production 
(£1 5s a month) and the Church
accounts often showed a deficit.

Mr Parry tendered his resignation in
December 1935. His departure was
delayed until 30 November 1936 when
he moved to West Croydon to become
General Secretary of the British Jews
Society. At the end of his ministry
there were 163 Church members.
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On 20 July 1937 Carey invited 
J H Brooks of Attleborough, Nuneaton 
to become Pastor for a period of five
years with a salary of £275 a year. 
(In September 1941 it was agreed to
extend the invitation “without time
limit”.)  He began his ministry on 
3 October 1937.

There was an encouraging start to 
Mr Brooks’ ministry. In May 1938 it
was recorded that:
“During the winter, three Guest
Nights have been arranged in 
connection with the Sunday evening
services.  In each case the attendance
was considerably above the normal,
& the Social Hour which followed
was much appreciated. We rejoice in
the Evangelical note struck by our
Pastor in his preaching, & signs are
not wanting that hearts are being
touched by the Gospel message.”

Until 1938 the Organ was pumped
manually – the handle still exists. In
March 1932 a “Mechanical Blower
Fund” had been opened but it was not
until May 1938 that there was 
sufficient money to buy an electric
pump. Those practicing on the organ
were asked to pay 6d an hour for the
electricity.

1938 also saw the introduction of the
Carey Covenant (see Appendix). It was
noted: “The rules & regulations of the
Church provide a minimum of what is
required of a Church Member. The
signing of a Covenant, however, is an
expression of glad & willing 
determination to do the utmost in the
interests of the Church, out of love &
loyalty to our Lord & Master”.

In April 1939 Mr Brooks outlined a
number of initiatives. These included
holding a Bible School during the 
winter, commencing a Boys’ Brigade, 
a Teachers’ Preparation Class and the
possible appointment of Elders (of
either sex) to assist with visiting the

Pastor J H Brooks (1937-52)

at War aGaiN

Until this time the Pastors had lived 
in rented accommodation but in 1937
it was difficult to find a suitable house
and it was decided to purchase 
14 Brunswick Hill. The cost was £800,
of which £700 was covered by a 
mortgage. It was agreed that “the

house be let free of rent & all 

outgoings to Rev J H Brooks, but that

he will be liable for internal 

decorations”. Accordingly, his salary
was revised to £210 plus a Manse.
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sick.  It was also recommended that
the Revised Baptist Church Hymnal
should be used (it began to be used on
1 October 1939).

However, the clouds of war were
approaching. In April 1939 a military
official had inspected the school and
classrooms “with a view to their use in
a time of emergency”. War with
Germany broke out on 3 September
1939 and on 12 September the
Secretary reported that the Military had
requisitioned the whole of the School
premises. Prayer Meetings, Church
Meetings, Bible School and Women’s
Meeting were moved to Providence
Chapel.  However, by November the
military had agreed to release the
Carey premises “except under dire
necessity”. The Military paid 
compensation of “£2 per week or hire
of rooms for 8 weeks, £3 for removal
of furniture, £1 storage and 15/-
removal of piano”. Sunday Evening
Services were held in the schoolroom
until March 1940 when it was light
enough to hold them in the Chapel (the
Chapel did not have sufficient blackout
for use at night - the relaxing of black-
out in the autumn of 1944 allowed
winter Sunday evening services to be
held in the Chapel). It was also agreed
that the Education Authorities could
use the Schoolrooms as an overflow
from Oxford Road School (which was
under pressure due to evacuees). This
continued until the end of July 1942
when the return of evacuees to their
homes meant that the accommodation
was no longer required.

Despite the disruption, the life of the
Church continued. Open Air meetings
were held in the streets around Carey

and an evangelistic campaign was held
in October 1943. Also, the Pastor
served as Chaplain to the United Board
(Baptist and Congregationalist) 
soldiers at Brock Barracks.
In 1941 a Special Church Meeting was
held to consider a letter from the
Berkshire Baptist Association stating
that “If your Church Trust is vested
in private individuals the Committee
urge you to consider carefully …
appointing the Baptist Union
Corporation as Joint Trustee with
the remaining private trustees”.
After discussion it was unanimously
agreed that “the Baptist Union
Corporation be co-opted as a Joint
Trustee of Carey Baptist Chapel”.

During the winter of 1941-42, a Boys’
Brigade and a Girls’ Life Brigade were
launched. The latter was successful but
the Boys’ Brigade faded out.  Attention
was then focused on the younger boys
and a Life Boys’ Team was formed
with Castle Street Congregational
Church. 

The Boys’ Brigade was re-launched 
in October 1946.

In January 1943 the “Carey
Messenger” was re-launched as a way
of keeping in touch with those who
could not attend the services, especially
men and women in the Forces.

By 1944 Church life was becoming
more difficult. In February 1945 it 
was noted:

“Our prayer meetings are still
sparsely attended - while we need
the whole church at prayer.  The
attendances at Sunday Services do
not increase - while we have a 
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teeming population all around us.
Our Open Air Meetings languished
for lack of support. The baptismal
pool has remained unopened
throughout the year - not one new
member has been added to the
church. There is an apparent lack of
response among our young people to
the Gospel Message, & we still have
members who never attend the
Communion Service.” 

The financial needs of the Church were
met despite the wartime conditions.
Work on the buildings included 
re-pointed and repainted the outside of
the Chapel, replacing the boiler 
(£64 14s), removing the wall between
the two side schoolrooms, extending
the central heating in the Chapel
(£293) and redecorating the side rooms
(£106). Missionary needs were not 
forgotten and in 1942 £92 was given to
the Baptist Missionary Society’s Third
Jubilee Fund.
The War ended in August 1945. It was
reported that:
“We are grateful to God that all our

members & friends in the Forces, 
29 in number, have been preserved,
and we thank them for the faithful
witness many have borne in 
uncongenial surroundings” 

(J C Stone had been held as a Prisoner
of War in Germany between 1940 and
1945).

In 1946 it was decided to cease Open
Air work, apart from a couple of 
services outside the Chapel, and to
concentrate on house to house visiting.

It was commented that: “In these days
a new approach/a new technique
were necessary.  Old phraseology
must be discarded, and the message
must be put across in terms that
could be understood by those who
were ignorant of Bible teaching.”

A significant change in September
1948 was moving the night of the
weekly Prayer Meeting from Tuesday
to Thursday “in order to conform with
the practice of other Baptist Churches
in the town, and in the hope that it
would prove to be more convenient to
Church members”. Prayer Meetings
had been on Tuesday evenings since
1922.

In April 1951 it was agreed that Mr
Brooks would retire at the end of
March 1952. His farewell meeting was
held on 9 April 1952 – he remained in
membership at Carey until November
1967 although in later years Mr & Mrs
Brooks worshipped at Anderson
Baptist Church. At the end of 1951
Carey had 131 members.

J H Brooks with Deacons 1952
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On 8 July 1952, Harold G Owen, 
of Scapegoat Hill Baptist Church,
Golcar, Huddersfield was invited to
become Pastor. The invitation was
initially for 5 years, to be reviewed at
the end of 4 years (in September 1956
it was extended without time limit).
He commenced his ministry on
Sunday 5 October 1952.
1954 was a turning point:

“Not for 50 years have so many new
members been welcomed into the
Fellowship.  God has been 
manifestly at work in our midst.
Our hearts have been thrilled as on 
several occasions, after a moving
appeal by our Pastor, we have seen
men & women - young & middle
aged - and boys & girls coming for-

ward to dedicate their lives to the
Saviour.  Our hearts have also been 
solemnised as we have witnessed the
working of the Holy Spirit in our
midst.  Especially do we recall the
Men’s Guest Service on Nov. 28th
when 12 folk came forward to 
dedicate or re-dedicate their lives 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In 1954 the Chapel was redecorated
and re-lit. During the work services
were held in the Schoolroom. There
was an encouraging increase in the
evening congregations and it was
noted: “it has been an inspiration to
see something like 80 people occupy-
ing seats in the gallery at the recent
Baptismal Services” (the gallery was
normally closed). Other building work
included: re-wiring and redecorating
the school premises (1956); 
overhauling the organ (1957); and
enlarging the baptistry/buying 
immersion heaters (1960).

There was increasing use of technology.
In 1955 a Grundig specialist tape
recorder was given to the church to
allow services to be recorded and the
Good Friday evening service included
a broadcast of a Billy Graham meeting
in Glasgow using a large screen 
television in the Chapel.

A major element in Carey’s outreach
was the “Carey Crusade” house-to-
house visiting. It began in April 1956
and in February 1957 it was reported
that:

“…as the Summer months passed,
every Tuesday, this Crusade team
was in full operation.  Visitors,

Pastor H G Owen (1952-67)

a NeW start
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Office Staff, Tea Staff all working;
with our Pastor always on duty as
Director of Operations. Twelve
Hundred families were visited in the
first instance, and even after these
had been further sorted out we have
still over 450 left for further 
visitation and contact. This 
consecrated service has, I am sure,
been one of the big factors in the
deepening of the Spiritual life of our
Church during the year.”

This work highlighted the need to look
after the children of those attending
morning services and a crèche was
started in June 1956.

The age limit was higher than at 
present - in 1966 it was reduced to 7.

In 1957, David Potter began studying
at London Bible College. After 
completing his studies, he was
ordained at Carey in October 1963 and
became Pastor of Little Ilford Baptist
Tabernacle in November.

Until 1958 the Pastor used a motor-
cycle. In January 1958 it was decided
to buy him a second-hand car and to
pay for his driving lessons. At that
time there were only about 4 million
cars in the country compared with over 
23 million in 2000.

In September 1958 concern was raised
about the condition of the Manse and it
was decided to look for an alternative
house. By late April 1959 the new
Manse (32 Western Elms Avenue) had
been bought.  Re-wiring, a new boiler,
redecoration and legal and other costs
brought the total cost to £3,723.  Work
was completed in June when the
Owens moved in.  The cost was more
than covered by the sale of 14

Brunswick Hill (sold in January 1960
after repairs) for £1,908 plus legacies
totalling £1,930. (A 32-foot section at
the end of the garden of the new manse
was sold to developers in 1965.)
The Sunday evening congregations
continued to grow and by October
1959:
“The increasing attendance on
Sunday evenings gave us some
embarrassment.  We were anxious
not to overcrowd in the body of the
church but at the same time did not
want to lose the atmosphere of
friendliness in worship, but in good
faith the gallery was reopened.  (this
after being closed for many years.)
We feel sure that the right thing was
done and our prayer is that 
attendances will compel us to keep
the gallery open.”

Door-to-door visiting included the new
Coley Park Estate and each Sunday in
1961 cars brought about 20 children
from the estate to the Carey Sunday
School. In 1962 open-air services were
held on the estate and, in June, Carey
asked the council for a piece of land
for a church building. The Council
identified a 0.478-acre site on Wensley
Road valued at £3,500. After negotia-
tion (the Council was allowed to sell
land to “ecclesiastical bodies” at less
than full value) the cost was reduced to
£1,560 by February 1963 and £875 by
May 1963. This price was agreed.
The next delay concerned the 
conditions of sale.  At one stage these
required the demolition of the building
and restoration of the land to its 
original state should the church cease
to function. By April 1964 this clause
had been removed, the revised contract
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had been signed and the deposit paid.
Mr E Steward Smith of Charles Smith
& Son was appointed as architect and
by November the Town Planning
Committee had approved the plans for
the building. Tenders were received in
May 1965 and the contract was 
awarded to Francis Bros (at a cost of
£15,135). Work began in July, a stone
laying service was held on 9 October
and the building was opened on 
21 May 1966.

In April 1965 Graham Butler, who was
just completing his studies at All
Nations Missionary College, was 
invited to become Pastor of Coley Park
Free Church. As a member of Carey 
he was acquainted with the project 
and at the time was seeking pastoral 
experience in preparation for 
missionary service in South America.
He was ordained at Carey on 
5 September and completed his term 
of service in September 1966.

1963 was a significant year for Carey’s
involvement in World Mission. In
January, Olive Anniss became the first
member actively engaged on the 
foreign mission field when she sailed

for Nepal and in August, Digby and
Elizabeth Lott left for Nigeria.

At the beginning of 1963 the new
Baptist Hymn Book replaced the
Baptist Hymnal and in December 
1966 a second Communion Service
each month was introduced (on the
third Sunday morning - this has been
Carey’s practice ever since).
1964 saw a major review of youth
work. The uniformed boys’ groups
(Boy’s Brigade and Life Boys) were
disbanded and a new boys’ club for 
9 to 13 year olds was formed. Also a
“Carey Youth Night” on Friday
evenings was formed with 30 to 40
young folk aged between 13 and 30.

During the 1960s there were labour-
saving advances - the solid fuel heaters
in the schoolroom were replaced with
gas convector heaters (1965), the
Chapel boiler was converted from 
solid fuel to oil (1967) and speech 
amplification equipment installed (1965).
There were also problems with traffic
congestion outside the Chapel.  As
early as 1962 agreement had been
reached with the Police about putting
“no parking” notices outside the
Chapel. The congestion was eased
when Carey Street became one-way in
1966.

In 1967, Harold Owen resigned having
accepted an invitation to become
Pastor of Woking Baptist Church. His
last Sunday was 21 May. At the end of
1966 there were 316 Church members,
compared with 131 at the end of 1951.

Coley Park Church Building
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Further DeVeLOpMeNt

Pastor S Morgan (1968-86) and family (1985)
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In the second half of 1967 Carey was
looking for Pastors for both Carey and
Coley Park. In November 1967 Ben
White from Nottingham was invited to
become Pastor of Coley Park and in
January 1968 Selwyn Morgan from
Bethany Evangelical Free Church,
Barry, South Wales, was invited to
become Carey’s Pastor. Ben White’s
induction at Coley Park was on 10
February 1968 and Selwyn Morgan’s
induction at Carey was on 6 April. Mr
and Mrs White needed accommodation
and 4 Boston Avenue was purchased in
January 1968 for £4,200 (it was sold in
March 1986).

In 1968 a soundproof room was built
in the centre of the gallery so that the
noisy tape recorders of the day would
not disturb the congregation. By 1969
each service was recorded and a library
of tapes was begun. In 1976 the team’s
capabilities were extended through the
purchase of a high-speed tape-copying
machine and in 1979 the plug-in 
hearing aids were replaced with an
inductive loop and a set of 10
“lorgnettes”.

Congregations continued to increase -
in 1970 the gallery was opened every
Sunday morning in University term
time and from 1971 on every Sunday
morning. The Afternoon Sunday
School closed at the end of August
1971 and the Sunday Morning
“Sunday Clubs” were extended, as this
seemed the best way to meet the needs
of families worshipping at Carey.

A major step was taken in September
1971 when Carey left the Baptist
Union. It was recorded that “we have
been disturbed by the involvement of

the Baptist Union in the World
Council of Churches and the British
Council of Churches and we were
also concerned that various shades
of doctrinal positions were to be
found within the various churches
making up the Baptist Union”.

The Church Buildings have needed
major attention roughly every 20 years.
A major programme began in the early
1970s. The first stage (1971) involved
rebuilding the toilets, alterations to the
kitchen and major works to the other
side rooms.  In the second phase
(1972) the Chapel roof was replaced
and the front of the building was
cleaned. Phase three (1973) involved
renovating the interior of the Chapel,
including removing the text on the arch
over the organ, renewing the electric
wiring and installing new light fittings
(with winches to lower the main lights
to floor level). At the same time the
pulpit was enlarged. The following
year (1974) the organ was overhauled.
The programme was completed in
1977 with re-roofing and redecorating
the schoolroom. It was noted that, 
“we praise the Lord for His 
goodness and for the faithful giving
of His people which has enabled the
work to be carried out without any
financial appeal being made”.

The Chapel lobby was small and in
1982 the rear two central downstairs
pews were removed and replaced with
notice boards, letter racks, shelving for
hymnbooks and a space for mingling.
Carey’s missionary vision grew, 
supported from 1968 by the Carey
Missionary Fund. In 1972 this 
support was made more systematic by
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having a standard missionary support
unit. Initially this was £200 for a single
person and £300 for a married 
couple. In addition to the regular 
missionary support, the “Carey Baptist
Church Madras Deaf Project Fund”
was set up in 1974 to support the work
of Ian Stillman, a deaf member of
Carey. By 1976 Carey was supporting
7 missionary couples and 4 single 
people. 1978 saw the first of the
younger people going overseas to do
short-term missionary work.

1975 was a significant year:
� The first Elders were appointed
from among the Deacons (Gerald
Blunden, Arthur Povey and John
Stone). In 1979 the Eldership became
separate from the Deacons and
Theodore Bendor-Samuel, Bill
Morgan, David Potter and Arthur
Povey were elected.

� A Doctrinal Basis of Faith was
agreed (see Appendix).

� The first assistant for the Pastor
(John Pearson) was appointed for a 
9-month period (January to September)
between returning from India and
going to Regents Park College, Oxford
for further theological study. Then in
November, Steven Carter, who had
recently completed a course at the Irish
Baptist College, was appointed as a
replacement for John, starting work in
January 1976. In 1978 he moved to
East Hanningfield, Essex to work with
the Fellowship for Evangelising
Britain’s Villages. He was succeeded
by Tony Seager who was a member of
Carey (he had been studying part time
with the Evangelical Movement of
Wales). Tony began his ministry on 

1 January 1979 and was ordained as 
an Elder and Assistant Pastor on 
1 February 1981. He left Carey in
October 1983 to become Pastor of
Cumnock Baptist Church, Scotland.
The next Assistant was Simon Chase
who was appointed in April 1985.

� 22 Clifton Street was bought for 
the use of Caretakers (there had been
difficulty finding Caretakers) for £8,400.

The meeting for younger boys had 
suffered from several false starts but in
1976 the “Carey Adventurers” was
reformed as a club for 10 to 12 year
old boys. In 1980 it was joined by the
Beavers Club for 7-12 year olds, which
was formed following a children’s 
mission in September 1980. The Girls
Brigade closed at the end of 1981 and
a new Girls Adventurers group was
formed in 1982 (the Carey Adventurers
becoming Boys Adventurers).

In 1976 David and Madeleine Potter
returned to Reading having founded 
“A Cause for Concern”, a Christian 
charity caring for adults with learning
difficulties (later renamed “Prospects”).
Three years later David reported that
they were seriously considering the
purchase of Helena House in
Brownlow Road. At that time the 
normal arrangement was for a local
church to appoint a Home Committee
to be responsible with the charity for
the day-to-day running of the home.
Carey accepted this responsibility and,
once the property had been purchased,
a Home Committee was appointed.
Helena House was officially opened on
12 June 1982.
Christian Hymns became the main
hymnbook in 1977. Until the end of
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1981 church notices were read out 
during services. However, the increase
in church activities made the notices
long. To solve this, a weekly news
sheet (the Carey Bulletin) was 
introduced in January 1982.

The work at Coley Park continued to
develop: “the numbers attending 
the Sunday Services have grown 
considerably and there has been
marked progress in the children’s
work”. Ben White resigned in at the
end of January 1975. The next Pastor
of Coley Park was David Page whose
induction was on 4 September 1976 -
he served until 1978. During this 
period Coley Park developed its 
constitution and basis of faith, and on
19 January 1980 a public meeting was
held to recognise its independence. 
At the end of 1979 the membership of
Carey peaked at 375 prior to 29 
members transferring to Coley.

Fellowship between members is an
important part of the life of the church.
An institution for over 20 years was
the “Carey Camp” - the annual Church
“holiday”. The venues included
Charmouth (1974-5), Gorsley in the
Wye Valley (1976), Woolacombe
(1977), Dyffryn Ardudwy (1978-9),
Dartmouth (1980-3) and Tintagel
(1984-9). 

A system of local home groups was
formed in 1979 to help with caring,
sharing and exercising a responsibility
one for another. The Groups met on
the first Thursday evening of each
month for prayer, bible study and 
fellowship.
In May 1983 Eunice Wright presented
a paper on care of the Elderly. It 

recommended providing home based
care and appointing a full-time paid
deacon.  This was followed in July by
the appointment of John Burns as
Pastoral Assistant to supervise and
implement the “Carey Caring Scheme”
(John’s deteriorating health made it
necessary for him to leave Reading 
in November 1984). One of the 
initiatives was the annual Senior
Citizens’ Holiday at Exmouth, the first
of which was held in May 1984.

Carey continued to reach out to the
community. In April 1981 members of
the Christian Ministries team (Peter
Anderson, John Blanchard and Derek
Cleave) spoke at about 50 meetings
held in the church premises, homes,
schools, places of work, etc. Shortly
after (September 1981) a mothers and
toddlers group called Coffee Break
was formed (this continued until 1985)
and in May 1982 members participated
in the Thames Valley Crusade led by
the Don Summers Crusade team and
centred on a large tent on King’s
Meadow. 

Members were also involved in 
forming Kennet Valley Free Church,
including helping to build the Chapel
(work started in August 1981 and 
the official opening was held on 
27 November 1982).

In July 1985 Pastor Morgan tendered
his resignation. He was invited to 
continue until the completion of 
18 years and his last Sunday was 
30 March 1986. He became Pastor of
Emmanuel Evangelical Church,
Leamington Spa on 12 April.
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On 2 October 1986 Jonathan Stephen from Amyand Park Chapel, Twickenham
was invited to become the fourteenth Pastor of Carey.  His induction service was
on 14 February 1987. In preparation for the Stephens’ move, the Manse was
redecorated and the kitchen was remodelled.

Later the same year, an evangelistic
sheet called Carey Messenger replaced
the Church magazine of the same name
– over 4,000 were distributed each
month. A new Church magazine
(Carey News) was produced from
February 1988 - production was aided
by the gift of an Amstrad 1640 
computer. (In 1993, Carey News
became Carey Now, which continued
in production until 2002.)
Other initiatives in 1987 included
Carey Kangaroos, a mothers and 
toddlers group (September), and 
holding two Harvest Suppers

eNDiNG the MiLLeNNiuM

Pastor C J Stephen (1987-2006)  and his wife Sheila

(October). Kangaroos was still active
in 2006, as was the annual bonfire at
Bradfield (started in 1988).
There were also changes in the
Pastoral team. Simon Chase became
Pastor of East Street Baptist Church,
Walworth, London in September 1987.
After Simon’s departure, it was felt
that Carey should look for an older
man to give a balance of ages in the
pastoral leadership. On 11 January
1989 Allan Tribe, an Elder of East
Street Baptist Church, was invited to
become Assistant Pastor - his induction
was on 8 April.
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Westbrook on the Isle of Wight (1990,
1993 and 1994), Living Waters in
North Wales (1991), Cloverley Hall,
Shropshire (1992) and Moorlands
Bible College (1995, 1997 and 1999).
There were also return visits to
Tintagel in 1996 and 1998. The
amount of organisation required and
changing holiday patterns meant that
1999 was the last camp.

During 1992 a Good News Bus was
used on several occasions for
Evangelistic Outreach and towards the
end of the year Carey adopted the 
second Good News Bus (GNB2). It
became the national bus in 1996 and
the replacement vehicle for Reading
was unreliable. Over the next few
years buses were used for outreach in
the town centre, at the Reading
Festival and at bus rallies.

In July 1992 Carey applied for 
membership of the Fellowship of
Independent Evangelical Churches
(FIEC). Carey was in the unusual 
position of having two Elders on the
FIEC Council (Theodore Bendor-
Samuel and Jonathan Stephen) without
being a member. The application was
accepted and Carey was welcomed into
membership at the FIEC Caister 
conference at Easter 1993. In Jonathan
Stephen’s absence, Theodore Bendor-
Samuel acknowledged the welcome (to
the amusement of many as Theodore
was a senior figure in FIEC).

In October 1993 the Christian
Ministries team returned to speak at
the “Carey Community Week”.
Meetings were held in homes, 
workplaces, leisure centres and in the
church buildings. The programme
included a public talk in the Town Hall

In 1985 it had been suggested that
Carey should produce its own 
supplementary Hymn Book. This
became Carey Praise, which was 
introduced in 1989 and used regularly
until 2000. In 1995 it was joined by
Carey Children Praise.

In 1990 Carey bought the “Carey
Coach” (a 29 seat Bedford coach
known to the young people as the
“Scary Coach”). Intended uses including
bringing senior citizens and students to
Sunday services. However there were
problems with its use and reliability. It
was sold to a scrap dealer in December
1993. Transport for Senior Citizens to
Sunday morning services remained an
issue and from 1996 onwards use was
made of the ReadiBus service, which
provided vehicles equipped to take
wheelchairs.

During the early 1990s the traditional
times of meetings were changed. In
January 1991 the Sunday Morning
Service was moved from 11.00 to
10.30 and in July 1994 the midweek
meetings from 7.30 to 7.45.

Carey Camp continued during the
1990s, using sites with more inside
accommodation. These included

The Carey Coach
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called “Is there a God?”  The Reading
Chronicle misprinted the advertisement
as “Is there a Cod?” which led to a
range of jokes in its correspondence
columns.

Carey also supported smaller churches.
In 1993, Binfield Free Church asked
for help and three families were 
seconded to help to re-establish the
work. Similarly, in 1996 members
joined the new steering group of Beech
Hill Baptist Church.

A sad point was the sudden death of
Peter Morgan, the eldest son of Selwyn
and Janet Morgan, in a climbing 
accident in September 1994. Peter had
recently completed his studies at the
Bible College of Wales and, with his
wife Jane and baby daughter Ceri, was
about to spend some time in Reading
in preparation for mission work in
South America.

By the early 1990s the Chapel was in
need of refurbishment. The work
included: re-wiring the main lights
(1991); extending the vestibule, adding
toilets and an external ramp (1992);
and removing the choir stalls and
remodelling the platform (1993). Then
between 11 April and 28 May 1994 
the Sunday services were moved to
Prospect School while the building 
was redecorated, the lighting replaced,
the downstairs pews stripped and 
refinished, and the downstairs aisles
and platform carpeted. The recording
box in the gallery was removed having
been replaced by a smaller studio
downstairs and the gap in the gallery
was filled with additional pews. The
work in the Chapel was completed
with stripping and refinishing the

gallery pews and refurbishing the
vestries in 1995.
In 1996 the Organ was removed for
complete overhaul and refurbishment,
including being tuned to modern 
concert pitch to make it easier for other
instruments to be played with it. After
trials with various instruments, a 
second-hand Yamaha upright piano
was bought in January 1997 to play
along with the Organ. Learning new
songs and tunes was aided from 1994
by the formation of the singing group
led by James Cordle.

After the Reading Baptist Church
moved from Hosier Street to King’s
Road in 1834, their old chapel was
used as a Church of England school
and then in 1854 it was taken over by
Congregational Methodists. Hosier
Street was redeveloped in the late
1960s and the Congregational
Methodist Church was relocated to
Anstey Road to become Central
Evangelical Church (CEC), which was
opened on 13 September 1969. By
November 1989 the congregation was
ageing and declining, and a senior
CEC Deacon together with two Pastors
from Carey visited a solicitor to see if
Carey could secure the continued use
of the CEC premises should it be
forced to close. The first priority was
to transfer the trusteeship of CEC from
the secular Official Custodian to FIEC
Ltd. From this time, Carey’s occasional
use of the CEC premises for Harvest
Suppers &other special events became
far more regular - it was used for two
children’s meetings, the Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting and, for a short
experimental period, Sunday afternoon
fellowship and communion services.
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In April 1992 the Charity Commission
put its seal to the Scheme transferring
the trusteeship.  Just six weeks later
the few remaining members decided
they could no longer carry on and that
the church should be disbanded at the
end of the year. CEC with its inbuilt
baptistery was in effect an independent
Baptist church and the Trust Deed
included a clause which insisted that
the building should not “at any time or
under any circumstances” be made
over to any controlling denominational
body. Carey applied to the Charity
Commission for a ruling and in
February 1994 the Charity
Commission invited FIEC Ltd to apply
for a Scheme to appoint the Elders and
Deacons of Carey Baptist Church as
managing trustees of the CEC 
buildings and to authorise renaming
them “The Carey Centre” (the Scheme
was sealed on 3 August).

The building needed repairs and over
the next few months: gas fired central
heating was installed (the previous
under floor electric heating was expen-
sive to use); the external windows and
most of the lighting were replaced; the
kitchen was enlarged and re-equipped;
the organ and platform were removed
and replaced with new rooms; the
external woodwork was replaced; the
building was redecorated; new carpets
were laid; a fence was erected around
the site; and the car park was 
resurfaced. It was decided to build an
office in The Carey Centre which
involved building a mezzanine floor
and a new stairwell. Funds for this
work came from the sale of the former
CEC Manse and Carey’s Special
Building Fund (an anonymous gift in
1993 of about £220,800 towards a
Capital Building Project). The building
started to be used in September 1995

The Carey Centre
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and an official opening service was
held on Saturday 2 December. The
new office was staffed part-time – the
first Office Administrator was Laraine
Cook who started in January 1996.
A new venture in 1994 was the
involvement with the FIEC Prepared
for Service (PfS) programme - a two-
year modular course with students
coming to Reading four days a month.
The first Induction Course was in July
1994, with the meetings initially in
the school hall but moving to The
Carey Centre as soon as it became
available. Members have provided 
accommodation for course members
and a number have undertaken the
training.
Training for men within the Church
was provided through the 15:15 Group
(named from 2 Samuel 15:15 “Your
servants are ready to do whatever our
lord the king chooses”) which met
monthly on Saturday mornings from
1998 onwards.
The Carey Centre provided much 
better facilities for the youth groups
and the Roger Pethick Memorial Fund
(Roger was an Elder; he died in
January 1995 aged 48 leaving a 
young family) funded new equipment
including pool, table tennis and table-
football tables. In September 1995 the
youth groups were reorganised to 
provide a continuum of meetings
between the ages of 5 and 18. YPi
(school years 1-2) and YPj (years 3-6)
meet on Friday evenings and YP
(years 7-9) and YP+ (years 10-13)
meet on Saturday evenings. In 2000
the Sunday School was renamed YPS
(YP Sunday) – it had moved to The
Carey Centre in 1998.

Meanwhile, Carey was surprised to
find itself responsible for Coley Park
Free Church.  In August 1993 Carey
learned that Coley had effectively 
disbanded. The Trust Deed made
Carey’s church officers responsible 
for the buildings and continuing 
work. After a public meeting on 
12 November it was agreed to 
recommence the work for a trial period.
Weekly prayer meetings were held and
over forty non-Carey people were 
present at the Carol Service on 19
December. Weekly Sunday after noon
services started in January 1994 and
from November these were replaced by
morning and evening services. The
work continued to develop and at the
Church Meeting on 16 January 1995 a
joint Coley/Carey membership was
instituted with 11 Carey members plus
9 new members. Allan Tribe became
Pastor of Coley Park from 1 September
1995. By November 1998 there were
37 members meeting for worship on
Sundays and Wednesdays, with 
ministries including youth work and 
a mums and toddlers group. On 
14 November the church became 
independent again on the appointment
of Steve Scrivener as Pastor.     

The house next to the Chapel is 
5 Carey Street. In the 1990s it was
used for bedsits (at one time there were
6 without a bathroom) and then it was
damaged by fire (the Estate Agents
described it as being “in need of 
complete renovation to bring it up to
habitable standards”). In June 1997
Carey bought it for £47,500 and then
rebuilt it, including replacing the 
windows and roofs, removing the
chimneys, rewiring, making a through
lounge, adding a bathroom, etc. It was
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ready for occupation by January 1999.
Having a house next to the Chapel
meant that 22 Clifton Street was no
longer needed – it was sold in March
1999 for £75,000.

The Hall before rebuilding

9 August 1999 and handed over the 
completed building for carpeting, etc
on 13 April 2000. Carey started to use
the new building on Easter Sunday 
23 April.

The Hall after rebuilding
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Over the years the school hall had been
modified several times but there were
continuing problems. These included
poor access from the chapel, 
inadequate fire escape routes and
cramped toilets. Rebuilding had been
discussed in 1988 but work on the
Chapel and The Carey Centre delayed
decisions until 1997 when Matt
Andrews of Andrews Kalik Associates
was appointed as architect. The Local
Authority approved his plans in June
1998 and the work was put out to 
tender. The lowest tender was about
£280,000.  At that time there was about
£193,000 in the Special Building Fund
(some money had been spent on The
Carey Centre and 5 Carey Street),
which meant that about £90,000 
needed to be raised. A Special Day of
Prayer was held on 19 June 1999.  By
1 July over £91,000 had been pledged
and it was unanimously agreed that the
tender should be accepted. Brymor
Contractors Ltd took over the site on

In September 1994 Keith Barrett was
appointed as part-time Pastoral
Administrator. He became a full-time
elder in September 1995 and left in
July 1998 to become Pastor of
Thatcham Free Church. In August
1998 Cameron Drury became Pastoral
Assistant, combining practical 
experience at Carey with courses
including PfS. He left in August 2000
to become co-Pastor of  Yatton
Independent Evangelical Church,
Somerset. For about a year Carey had
two Pastoral Assistants Simon
Medcroft having joined the team in
September 1999. Simon combined
part-time studies at Oak Hill College
with work at Carey, primarily
focussing on evangelism (he became
an Elder in 2001). He left in December
2004 to become Pastor of Danbury
Mission, Essex. In 2002, Eric Spuur
(internship at Carey supported by his
Church in California) and Hugh Davies
(spending 2 gap years after graduating 



from Reading University) joined the
team. Eric Spuur became Pastor of
Welby Lane Mission Church, Melton
Mowbray in December 2003. Other
members who went into Pastoral work
were Phil Vellacott who became Youth
Pastor at Woodgreen Evangelical
Church, Worcester (February 2003),
and Paul Gamston who became
Assistant Pastor at Malpas Road
Evangelical Church, Newport 
(May 2003).
Carey’s wider involvement increased in
April 1998 when Jonathan Stephen
became President of FIEC (25% of his
time) for 3 years. This focused the
Church on the appointment of a Co-
Pastor.  There were several false starts
and it was not until June 2000 that
Basil Howlett was invited to become 
a Pastor  - his induction was on 
14 October 2000. Carey’s Pastors 

continued to have a wider role. In 2002
Basil Howlett became Secretary of the
FIEC Pastors’ Association (one day a
week) and in September 2003 Jonathan
Stephen became Director of Affinity
(previously known as the British
Evangelical Council) (half-time).  
During 1998 and 1999 there was a
major review of the purposes of the
church. This led to the “New
Directions” paper, which proposed
fresh initiatives in worship, fellowship,
discipleship, evangelism and service.
2000 saw a number of these initiatives
bear fruit. In June the Praise!
Hymnbook was introduced, the
Welcome Sheet (including the Order of
Service) replaced the Carey Bulletin
and the Welcome Team replaced the
stewards. (Jonathan Stephen and David
Preston were involved in the 
production of Praise!, which replaced

Pastoral Team and Elders 2000
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both Christian Hymns and Carey
Praise.)  A wider range of instruments
was used to accompany the singing
and collections were discontinued 
(collections in the evening services had
ended in 1987).  In September, A&P
Groups (named after Aquila and
Priscilla, see Acts 18:26) replaced the
home groups. A&P Groups meet twice
a month, are led by a married couple
plus one other, and are supported by
leadership meetings every two months.
2000 also saw the introduction of
Christianity Explored courses.

New Directions initiatives continued
into 2001 and 2002. Styling was
revised in 2001, using a “crown of
thorns” logo, On Track discipleship
courses (several courses run 
simultaneously on Thursday evenings)
commenced in October 2001 and the
first Church Forum meetings (informal
meetings for members to discuss issues
with the Elders) were held in 2002. A
revised Covenant of Membership was
adopted in January 2002 (see Appendix). 

A new initiative in October 2001 was
the lunches for retired people. Carey
also moved into the 21st Century with
the launch of its Web site in 2002.
There were also modifications to the
Chapel with a Welcome Desk added in
2001, the pulpit replaced with a 
platform in 2003, the downstairs pews
replaced with chairs in 2004 and 
cushions fitted to the upstairs pews 
in 2005.

A major concern between 2000 and
2002 was the welfare of Ian Stillman, 

a Carey missionary who is totally deaf
and was working among the deaf in
India (he had also lost a leg in a motor-
cycle accident in 1995). In August
2000 he was arrested in north India
and falsely convicted of a drugs
offence. Carey, together with Ian’s
family, Fair Trials Abroad, and many
others, campaigned for Ian’s release,
which was finally granted in December
2002. Ian was disappointed to be
expelled from India and thus separated
from his life’s work.

In March 2004 it was announced that,
as Basil Howlett was due to retire in
July 2005, the Elders were starting to
look for a Pastor to replace him. 
This process was completed on 
15 December 2005 when James
Muldoon (Assistant Minister at
Freeschool Court Evangelical Church,
Bridgend) was invited to become
Pastor. James’ induction service was
held on 22 April 2006. In the 
meantime (on 14 March) Jonathan
Stephen announced that he had 
accepted the post of Principal of the
Evangelical Theological College of
Wales, starting in September 2006. 
In the circumstances Basil Howlett
agreed to postpone his retirement.
Others involved in the team during
2005-6 were David Barnes, who was
Pastoral Assistant between February
and September 2005 while he was 
preparing to serve as a missionary in
Peru, and Simon Pethick  who served
as an Apprentice. In 2006 he is to be
joined by Xiuhua Jian and Andrew Ward.
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Pastor Basil Howlett and his wife Margaret

Pastor James Muldoon and his wife Jennie



Regulations for the government of the Baptist Church 
assembling in Carey Street, Reading (February 1877)

1. That such persons only be recognised as Members of this Church who shall
give evidence of their repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ. Every Candidate for Membership shall be visited by Messengers
appointed by the Church who shall enquire into Moral and Christian character
and report thereupon to the Church.  If favourably approved by the majority of
Members, the Candidate shall be received into the Church.

2. That each Member shall receive Twelve Tickets of Membership at the com-
mencement of the year, one of which it is requested shall be deposited on the
plate at the close of the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.

3. That any Member being absent from the Lord’s Table for three successive
months shall be visited, and if such absence continue for six months, and no
satisfactory reason be assigned, the Absentee shall cease to be a Member.

4. That any Member leaving the town be expected to give his or her address,
and to communicate with either the Minister or Deacons at theearliest oppor-
tunity relative to the transference of their Membership to another Church. If
such communication be not made within six months, the party shall be written
to: and if neither application for dismissal, nor any justifiable explanation be made
within twelve months, their names shall be cancelled from the list of Members.

5. That Members of other Churches who may remove to this neighbourhood
and desire to unite in Christian fellowship with us shall be admitted on the
reception of a letter from the Church with which they were formerly connected.

6. That the Lord’s Table shall be freely open to all Christians.

7. That none but Members take any part in the Government or Discipline of the
Church.

8. That all Sick Members wishing to be visited shall make it known to the
Minister or Deacons.

9. That a copy of these Rules be given to each member on admission to the
Church.

appeNDiX 
regulations, Covenants of Membership 

and Doctrinal Basis
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Doctrinal Basis of Faith (July 1975)

1. The unity of the Godhead and the divine co-equality of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit; the sovereignty of God in Creation, Providence and
Redemption.

2. The full inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scriptures (both Old and New
Testaments); their authority and sufficiency as not only containing, but being in
themselves the Word of God; and the need of the teaching of the Holy Spirit to
a true and spiritual understanding of the whole.

3. The total depravity of human nature in consequence of the Fall, and the
necessity for regeneration.

4. The true and proper Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ: His virgin birth; His real
and perfect manhood; the authority of His teaching; His work of atonement for
sinners of mankind by His substitutionary sufferings and death; His bodily res-
urrection and His ascension into Heaven; and His present priestly intercession for
His People at the right hand of the Father.

5. The justification of the sinner solely by faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

6. The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, conversion and
sanctification; also in ministry and worship.

7. The eternal security of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ through His
saving and keeping power.

8. The universal Church, the body of which Christ is the Head, embracing all the
redeemed, called by God, born of the Spirit and justified by faith; the Local
Church, comprising such believers as the expression of the universal Church;
and fellowship between such Churches, manifesting the unity of the body of
Christ.

9. The ordinances of Believers’ Baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper as
being instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ, but not in Baptism as conveying
regenerating grace, nor in the Lord’s Supper as being a sacrifice for sin nor
involving any change in the substance of the bread and wine.

10. The personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory.

11. The resurrection of the body; the judgement of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; the eternal blessedness of the righteous and eternal punishment of the
wicked.
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We affirm:

1. That these are a true expression of the principles laid down by our Founders
in the Trust Deed which states that Carey Baptist Church must maintain “... the
principles and usages of Protestant Non-conformists of the Particular or
Calvinistic Baptist Denomination who hold and maintain the doctrines 
commonly known as Evangelical.”

2. That we expect these doctrines to be maintained in the whole life and 
ministry of the Church.

3. That all office holders in our Church must be willing to give their signed and
unequivocal acceptance of this Doctrinal Basis.

4. That the Elders, in conjunction with the Deacons, will be responsible for the
maintenance of this Doctrinal Basis. They will have the authority to request its
signed acceptance by any office holder. They will deal with any problems arising
out of this in the appropriate manner.
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Covenant of Membership (November 1938)

The members of the Carey Baptist Church Reading, acknowledging a common
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and a common desire to extend
His Kingdom among men, covenant with each other in His Name.

1. To seek to glorify Jesus Christ and to exalt His Lordship in all their conduct.

2. To render to Him loyal and willing obedience in every service He asks of
them.

3. Not to neglect the Means of Grace, nor the personal cultivation of their spir-
itual life by daily prayer and the reading of Scripture.

4. To be loyal to one another and to the Church, serving one another in love
and seeking in all things to maintain the Unity of the Spirit.

5. To recognise, as in God’s sight, their common responsibility for the maintenance
of the Church and its witness, by regular attendance, as circumstances allow,
at the Sunday and Weekday Services of the Church and at the Church Meeting
and by whatever personal service is possible to them.



Covenant of Membership (January 2002)

Believing that God has called us to be members of the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ at Carey Baptist Church, and that he has drawn us together in love and
commitment to him and to one another, we promise with God’s help:

To live a life consistent with the gospel and worthy of those who are members
of God’s family, in order to glorify God and uphold the reputation of his church.

To worship together regularly at the services and meetings of the church,
including members’ meetings and communion.

To pray regularly for the members and activities of the church.

To encourage and help one another by loving counsel, support and example,
in order to increase in faith and love, knowledge and holiness.

To warn and correct one another when necessary, in a spirit of humility, always
recognising our own sinfulness and need of such help.

To respect and support the elders as they lead the work in accordance with
God’s Word and to submit to the discipline of the church.

To discover the gifts that God has entrusted to each one of us and to use them,
as he intends, for the benefit of the church.

To witness to the Lord Jesus Christ by our words and way of life, seeking also
to bring others to hear the gospel.

To give financially to the church, on a regular basis, in order to further the
Lord’s work within our own fellowship and throughout the world.

In these ways we will promote the unity and health of the church.

NOTES ON GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS

Page 20. J H Brooks with Deacons 1952:
Back Row: E N Cross, A Eaves, D Welford, W Moore
Middle Row: C L Owen, C P Woodham, H Harrison
Front Row: Mrs Bird, John H Brooks, Mrs Curtis

Page 34. Pastoral Team and Elders 2000:
Back Row: Graham Hilton, Simon Medcroft, Cameron Drury
Front Row: John Knibbs, Jon Matthews, Alistair Murdoch, James Cordle,
Jonathan Stephen
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